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NEW, YORK, JUNE, 1890. 


No. 6. 
EDITORIAL NOTES. 


IN THE REVISED 
New Testament, 11 
we read: ‘‘Letno man beguile you in 
any wise: for it will not be, except the 
the falling away 


VERSION OF THE 


Thessalonians 1, 


come first, and the 

revealed, the son of 
perdition, he that opposeth and exalt- 
eth himself against all that is called 
God or that is worshipped; so that he 
sitteth in the temple of God, setting 
himself forth as God.” 


man of sin be 





AS WE GO TO PRESS THE PRESBYTERIAN 
General Nesey j is in session at Sara- 
toga, N. Y., and one of the important 
questions they are discussing is whether 
the Pope of Rome is antichrist. The 
article we publish this month by Rev. 
Dr. Carter throws much light on this 
subject. We recently published what 
Dr. John Hall said on the subject. 
Even if the wise men of the Presby- 
terian Church should formally decree 
that the Pope is not antichrist, it will 
remain forever true that the Church of 
which the Pope is the head has made 
the Word of God of none effect by its 
commandments and traditions, and is 
at best a corrupt and rotten branch of 
the Church of Christ. 
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WE HAVE REPRINTED IN THE Con- 
VERTED CaTHOLIC series of tracts 
Father McGlynn’s great lecture on 
“THe Pusric ScHoors anp THEIR 
Enemiks,” delivered in Cooper Union, 
New York, February 24, 1889. It is 
a handsome tract of 32 pages, illus- 
trated with the latest and best picture 
of Father McGlynn. It will be sent 
to any address for 4 cents a single 
copy; 20 copies 50 cents; 100 copies 
$2.00. Address all orders to this office. 





* ‘THE PROTESTANTS AND CATHOLICS OF 


Newburyport, Mass., are quarrelling 
Through the 
efforts of a secret society all the li- 
censes for that town have been granted 
to so-called Protestants—of course 
they are not members of any Christian 
Church—and Father Teeling, the Ro- 
man Catholic priest, has protested 
against this unfair discrimination. He 
thinks the Roman Catholics should 
have a monoply of liquor selling. 


over the saloon license. 





MAny OF OUR READERS WILL KEMEM- 
ber the beautiful story of *‘FaTHER 
Martin” that appeared in Tue Con- 
VERTED CATHOLIC two years ago, and 
was subsequently published in tract 
form. We thought the whole edition 
was exhausted, but we have recently 
found several hundred copies in the 
office, and we shall send a copy of this 
delightful story by an Irish Landord, 
with a preface by Rev. Geo. C. Need- 
ham, with each order for Mr. Need- 
ham’s history of Father Flynn’s con- 
version. The meat of the Gospel is 
contained in a very interesting way in 
those two books. The price of both is 
only 30 cents. No better books could 
be read by Protestants. 12 copies of 
both books will be sent for $3.00. 


IN OUR NEXT ISSUE WE SHALL PUBLISH 
an interesting letter from a priest in 
New Zealand who has recently re- 
nounced the Roman Catholic Church, 
He thinks that if he should come to 
the United States he would succeed 
better in his denunciations of ‘‘the cor- 
ruptions of Romanism” than he pos- 
sibly can in New Zealand. That is a 
mistake. Romanism is as corrupt in 
New Zealand and Australia as it is in 
Italy, Ireland{or America. Our ad- 
vice to our friend is to go to work in 
New Zealand and Australia and de- 
nounce Popery there, and if he suc- 
ceeds in killing it, then he can come 
here and preach the Gospel to the 
Catholics. Just now there is here 
much deserved denunciation of Ro- 
manists but very little Gospel preaching 
to them. 





WE HAVE ALSO RECEIVED A LETTER 
from Rev. Julius Stroelke, the Catholic 
priest whose letter to a Protestant Epis- 
copal Bishop we published last month, 
in which he says as he would not 
receive support from Christians in 
converting the Roman Catholic peo- 
ple he would vnite with the Pro- 
testant Secularists in exposing the cor- 
ruptions of Rome. 





IT Is PAINFULLY TRUE THAT FORMER 
priests, and even converted priests, will 
receive ample compensation for their 
services in denouncing Popery in all its 
phases, and especially if they speak of 
the immorality and wickedness of Jesuit 
priests and nuns, but they can starve 
if they try to preach the Gospel to the 
Roman Catholics. Good Christians 


may deplore this peculiarity of the 
times, butit is an established fact which 
has been tested again and again. 
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IRELAND LAST YEAR CONTRIBUTED 
$25,000 to the Peter’s Pence, says the 
New York Freeman's Journal, May 
10, 1890, while Canada, Mexico and 
the United States combined, with hosts 
of wealthy Catholics, only contributed 
the beggerly sum of $55,000. Poor 
Ireland! Father McGlynn should 
visit that country and by his lectures 
against the Pope make the Irish in 
Jreland as hostile to the old man in 
the Vatican as he has made the Irish 
in America. 





“I AM IN A POSITION TO SAY UPON 
authority,” says the correspondent of 
the New York //era/d in a cable dis- 
patch from Rome, May 6, 1890, ‘‘that 
when the Pope considered the question 
of abandoming Rome abouta year ago 
he declared that if he had his way 
he would select America as his choice. ” 
There is no doubt in the minds of the 
hierarchy in this country but the selec- 
tion would be a wise one. The Ro- 
man Church is the greatest politica] 
power in the United States, and it is 
growing stronger every day, and where 
great political power exists there the 
eves of the Pope are turned. 





A FRENCH PRIEST WHO DESIRED TO 
leave the Roman Catholic Church re- 
cently addressed a Bishop of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church ‘‘ My 
Lord,” after the Roman fashion. 
Methodist ministers in writing to their 
bishops simply say ‘‘My Dear Brother.” 
In an address at the Methodist minis- 
ters meeting in Baltimore May 5, 
Bishop Joyce said: ‘‘Any Methodist 
preacher, no matter how obscure, as 
he toils from day to day in the work of 
preaching the Gospel and winning 
souls from death, is the equal of the 


bishop.” Let our Roman Catholic 
brethren take note of that. 

Another observation of the Bishop 
in the same address we commend to 
our Methodist brethren—‘‘We are 
turning out preachers who along the 
lines of intellectual development can 
run the world, but I fear that some of 
them have not heart enough to run a 
single ward.” 

Rasst Gustus GOTTHEIL SAID IN HIS 
lecture in the Temple Emana El, New 
York, May 4, 1890, as reported in the 
New York Sua, ‘‘When the Christian 
Church is powerful the word Christian 
is a name honored in the community; 
but go to Europe and you will find a 
clear and outspoken prejudice against 
Christians.” Does not the good Rabbi 
mean Roman Catholics? There isno 
prejudice against Christians that are 
endowed with the graces and virtues 
of Christians, in Europe or elsewhere, 
but there is a well founded prejudice 
in the minds of intelligent persons 
everywhere against Roman Catholics 
who are followers of the Pope rather 
than of Christ, and Catholics them- 
selves are aware of this. ‘The writer 
felt it keenly when he was a Roman 
Catholic priest, and it was the desire 
to get at the root of this prejudice that 
induced him to inquire the cause. 





Proressor P.M. CLerc or THE Bap- 
tist College, Oakland, Cal., formerly a 
Roman Catholic priest in France, has 
recently published an excellent pam- 
phlet, “Roman Catholicism the Greatest 
Danger Impending America,” the 
price of which is only 25 cents. We 
hope it will have a wide circulation. 
We call attention to two important 
pamphlets noticed on pagh 166. 
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AT St. Paut’s Meruopist Episcopar 
Church Sunday evening, April 20, says 
the Harrisburg, Pa., Ca//, the building 
was literally packed with people to hear 
Rev. James A. O'Connor of New York, 
formerly a Roman Catholic priest. His 
sermon was able and eloquent and 
was attended by great spiritual power. 





WE PREACHED IN THE MORNING OF 
the same day in Dr. Swallow’s church 
in Harrisburg, where there was an 
audience of over one thousand per- 
sons. ‘The next day we? lectured in 
the Market Hall afternoon and evening 
by invitation of the branch of the Loyal 
Women of American Liberty of 
At the evening meet- 
ing a priest caused a_ disturbance 
which would require a special article 


Harrisburg. 


to adequately describe the scene that 
followed. In all our experience for the 
Jast eleven years we never saw such ex- 
citement as prevailed when the priest, 
dressed in grey clothes, interrupted us, 
and was invited to the platform to 
state his case. When he accepted the 
invitation and his arguments were an- 
swered, the enthusiasm was immense. 





HARRISBURG WAS 
attended by a large delegation of the 
Order of United American Mechanics, 
a benevolent and patriotic society that 


OuR LECTURE IN 


is determined to oppose every attempt 
of the Roman Catholic hierarchy to 
destroy the public schools. Such en- 
thusiasm was arroused by this lecture 
that we were invited to speak again by 
the branch of the Loyal Women. 


The power of the Roman Catholic 
Church in 
played in the refusal of the Com- 
missioners to allow the use of the 
Court House after they had granted 


Harrisburg was dis- 
> 
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permission a few days before. But, 
notwithstanding, there was a good au. 
dience in the Market Hall on the eve- 
ning of the first of May. 

The next day, May 2, we spoke in 
Altoona, Pa., and a report of the lec- 
ture there as published in the /ndefen- 
dent Loyal American is given in this 
issue of THE ConverTED CATHOLIC. 

Two days later, May 4, we were in 
Pittsburg, and preached on Sunday 
evening in the Fourth United Presby- 
terian Church, Allegheny, where much 
interest was manifested in the work 
for the conversion of Roman Catholics. 
Under the most favorable circumstances 
that work is a difficult one, but it is 
greatly helped by such kindness and 
sympathy as we received in that 
charch. 





LaST MONTH WE RECEIVED SEVEBAL 
letters and clippings in reference toa 
despatch that appeared about the Nun 
of Kenmare’s ‘‘disappearance” and her 
failure to deliver a book for which she 
had received subscriptions. 

In a letter from Philadelphia to the 
New York papers, May 15, 1890, iss 
‘‘T have been seriously 
ill, and when I found I could not at- 
tend to the publication of a new work 
(‘‘Why I left the Church of Rome’), I 
wrote at once from Florida to the sub- 
scribers—in all thirty at $1.00 each— 
to say so, and offered to return the 
money if they did not wish to wait for 
the book.” 

Since the Nun of Kenmare left the 
convent two years ago we have had 4 
personal interest in her case. For three 
months previously she had been in 
communication with us, and we met 
her at the depot in Jersey City the day 
she left the convent for good and all. 


Cusack says: 








sa 





CHRIST’S MISSION. 

The most practical plan of raising 
$30.000, the amount needed for a 
building for the Reformed Catholic 
work, is that which has been suggested 
by Mr. A. Aitken, of Baltimore. He 
offers to contribute $25 a year for four 
years, thus making his gift $100, if 250 
other friends will contribute a like 
When this plan was men- 
tioned to Mrs. Campbell, the treasurer 
of Curist’s Mission, 


amount. 


she volunteered 
Now if 248 
other friends will contribute the same 
-§25 A YEAR FOR FOUR YEARS.- 
the whole amvuunt can be raised. There 


to be another of the 250. 


is now in the treasurers hands $4,500. 
With $25,cco guaranteed within four 
years the building could be secured 
early in the Fall, and preaching ser- 
vices could be resumed in New York 
City. Let all friends of this cause take 
up this plan and the requisite amount 
can be raised. Who will be another 
of the 250 to contribute $25 a year for 
four years? No more practical plan 
has been suggested than this. The 
first payment can be made now or 
any time within the next three months. 
But the names of contributors are 
wanted as soon as possible. Com- 
municationa can be sent to the treas. 
urer, Mrs, William Campbell, 36 West 
Eighteenth street, New York, or the 
secretary, Rev. James A. O'Connor, 
72 Bible House, New York. 
ove 

Disappearance of an ex-Priest. 
Key.Louis Martin,a French Canadian 
priest, became a Protestant years ago 
and afterwards married a young lady 
in Wisconsin. He was engaged in 
teaching in Montreal until last month, 
when he suddenly disappeared. The 
Roman Catholic authorities of Mon. 
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treal have acknowledged that they 
separated him from his wife and have 
concealed him in some monastery. 


The School Question. 

On Sunday, May 11, 1890, Bishop 
O'Farrell of Trenton, N. J., held con- 
firmation in St. Peter's Roman Catholic 
Church, New Brunswick, N. J., and 
practically excommunicated many Ro- 
man Catholics of that town. The 
New York //eradd, May 12, says; ‘“‘A 
number of Roman Catholics at New 
Brunswick, N. J., were indignan yes- 
terday at the decree of Bishop O Far- 
rell, who has caused it to be announced 
in the churches of his diocese that he 
will not confirm children who attend 
the public schools unless their parents 
can show good reasons for not sending 
them to the parochial schools. 

“Confirmation was administered to 
abuut 300 girls and boys, and it was 
learned yesterday that there had been 
a number ready for confirmation who 
attended public schools and came un- 
der the Bishop’s restriction.” 

Some of the Catholics openly an- 
nounce their intention of disobeying 
the priests’ orders and say they will 
continue to send their children to the 
public schools solely because they can 
get a better education there than in 
the paruchial schools. 

Unless those Catholics are taught 
that there is another and better way of 
salvation than through the Roman 
sacraments they must either surrender 
to Bishop O'Farrell or lapse into infi- 
delity. Who will teach them? As 
far as we can learn no Protestant min- 
ister in New Brunswick has espoused 
their cause or invited those rebellious 
Catholics to learn the way of salvation, 
Yet this onght to be done. 
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Two Important Pamphlets. 

We commend to our readers two 
admirable pamphlets on the school 
question. The first, ‘“The Parochial 
School Question,” is an open letter 
addressed to Bishop Keane, rector of 
the Catholic University at Washington, 
by an Irish Catholic layman. It is an 
intelligent and forcible defense of the 
American public school against the 
interference of the hierarchy. ‘The 
second pamphlet, ‘‘Two Sides of the 
School Question,” contains the ad- 
dresses of Cardinal Gibbons and Bishop 
Keane on the one hand, and the Hon. 
John Jay and Edwin D. Mead on the 
other. The addresses were delivered 
at the last annual meeting of the 
National Educational Association held 
at Nashville, Tenn. 

We have in these handy publications 
reliable information on this most im- 


portant subject. Price 10 cents each. 
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Father McGlynn's Vacation. 

Father McGlynn left New York for 
Sin Francisco Saturday, May 3. A 
great gathering of his former parish- 
ioners witnessed his departure by the 
Albany boat, fully 700 persons having 
assembled to bid him good bye. They 
presented him with a purse of $1,290 
before his departure, and told him to 
enjoy his well earned vacation. He 
visits his relatives in California and will 
return in September and resume his 
lectures in Cooper Union, New York. 
In the meantime his old parishioners 
will continue to hold their weekly meet- 
ings in Bricklayer’s Hall, Twenty-fourth 
street near Secone avenuc, every Friday 
evening, where fierce and fiery denun 
ciations of the Pope, Archbishop Cor. 
rigan and the Roman machine gener- 
ally take place. 


Cardinal Gibbons’ Dream. 
Jackson, Miss., April 26, 18go. 

Dear Sir:—I received THE Con- 
VERTED CaTHOLIc this morning,and as 
I read the account of Cardinal Gib- 
bons’ dream I thought of the following 
passage in the book of Ecclesiasticus: 

“The hopes of a man that is void of 
understanding are vain and deceitful; 
and dreams lift up fools. The man 
that giveth heed to lying visions is like 
to him that catcheth at a shadow and 
followeth after the wind. The vision 
of dreams is the resemblance of one 
thing to another; as when a man’s 
likeness is before the face of a man. 
What can be made clean by the un- 
clean ? and what truth can come from 
that which is false? Deceitful divina- 
tions and lying omens and the dreams 
of evil doers are vanity. And the 
heart fancieth as that of a woman in 
travail: except it be a vision sent forth 
from the Most High, set not thy heart 
upon them. For dreams have de- 
ceived many, and they have failed that 
put their trust in them. The word of 
the law shall be fulfilled without a lie, 
and wisdom shall be made plain in the 
mouth of the faithful.” 

The faith of the Roman Catholics 
is, as you say, largely made up of such 
visions, dreams and fables. I consider 
the above passage a very fitting rebuke, 
coming, as it does, from one of their 
pet apocryphal books which the Coun- 
cil of Trent stuffed into the Bible in 
defiance of common sense and the 
‘‘unanimous consent of the Fathers.” 

Francis WALDRON. 





eee 


THE Bcunpd VOLUMES OF **THE CON- 


VERTED CaATHOLIC”’ for 1887, 1888 and 1589 
(Vols. IV., V. and VI.) contain full reports of 
Father McGlynn‘s addresses; price $1.50 each, 
or the three volumes for $3.50. 
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CONVERTS FRO}I ROME.) 





T the usual weekly meeting of 
A) the Ministers’ Association of 

IX. Milwaukee, Wis., May 5, 18g0, 
Rev. Dr. Dietz said he was raised a 
Roman Catholic, played bowls on 
Sunday afternoons and danced on 
Sunday nights, but since his conversion 
he did not believe the natural instincts 
of man were holy unless purified by 
Christ. . As a Protestant pastor he 
would not allow amusements to be 
brought into the Church of Christ. He 
was opposed to the Church competing 
with amusement places. 





* 
* Ok 

For the first time in the present cen- 
tury a converted Catholic has been 
made a Bishop in the Irish Protestant 
Episcopal Church, or the Church of 
Ireland, as it is called since it was dis- 
established. The gentleman elevated to 
this position is Archdeacon O'Sullivan, 

From our Irish exchanges we learn 
that the Bishops of the Church of Ire- 
land met April 14 to elect a Bishop 
for the diocese of Tuam. Twonames 
were submitted to them—namely, the 
Rey. Archdeacon O'Sullivan and Rev. 
Canon Wynne. The former had the 
larger number of votes at the election 
held by the Diocesan Synod, but had 
not the required majority of two-thirds 
ofeach order. Under these circum- 
stances the right of election lay with 
the bench of bishops, and, after two 
hours’ deliberation, they chose Arch- 
deacon O'Sullivan. 

Bishop O'Sullivan was a poor Ro- 
man Catholic boy in the south of Ire- 
land when he was converted. After- 
wards he became a Scripture reader 
among the poor and neglected classes, 
and then curate’ofa parish, rector, etc. 


His brother, another distinguished 
Protestant Episcopal clergyman, and 
himself owed their first start in the new 
and better way of life to Bishop Bern- 
ard when he was rector of Bantry in 
County Cork. 

o** 

Rev. J. G. Touzeau, a converted 
Catholic missionary in the Republic of 
Columbia, writes, April 16, 18go: 
‘We are fighting the same battle here 
that you are waging in the United 
States. May the Lord prosper the 
work everywhere and open the eyes of 
the poor blind devotees of Rome. 
Here there is a ‘Saint’ to invoke for 
every ill that flesh is heir to just as the 
heathens pray to their false gods.” 


* 
* * 


Rev. John P. Styles, who was a stu- 
dent for the priesthood at St. Viateur 
College, Kankakee, Ill., and was con- 
verted from Romanism a few years ago, 
is now pastor of the Baptist Church at 
Shelbyville, Ill. He spent several 
years at Morgan Park Seminary near 
Chicago, and while there contributed 
many interesting articles to THE Con- 
VERTED Catuotic. Afier his conversion 
he suffered much persecution, espec- 
ially from his uncle who is a Roman 
Catholic priest in Wisconsin. Writing 
from his new pastoral charge May 9, he 
says: ‘‘l was very much pleased to 
see in a paper I picked up the other 
day that you are still laboring in the 
good cause for the emancipation of 
our people and against the great mys- 
tery of iniquity and mother of abomi- 
nations. I am now pastor of the Bap- 


tist Church in Shelbyville and am do- 
ing well. 
CaTHOLICc.” 


I want THE ConvEeRTED 
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CONVERSION AND EXPERIENCES OF REV. JOS. SULLIVAN. 


II, 
“AY OTHING is so eminently cal- 
\ culated to liberate the human 
A y mind from thraldom as dili- 
gent perusal of the sacred Scriptures. 





And when the people know and love 
these writings the Nation is free—‘‘My 
Word shall not return unto Me void.” 
“The truth shall make you free.” 
“This Book of the law shall not depart 
out of thy mouth; but thou shalt medi- 
tate therein day and night, that thou 





mayest observe to do according to all 
that is written therein: for then thou 
shalt make thy way prosperous and 
then thou 

(Josh. 1: 8.) 


My mind now began to feel an un- 


shalt have good success.” 


usual degree of vigor and independ- 
ence. Nothing can Letter illustrate 
this than the fact that I accepted a 
beautiful copy cof the Bible from an 
Episcopal minister who was visiting 
our town. I read that little Bible in 
hay lofts; I read it in an abandoned 
stone quarry; I read it looking down 
on the surging ocean from the lofty 
cliffs of Kerry; I read it in the mead- 
ows where the tall grass hid me from 
all but the Author of the Book, and 
under the hawthorn bushes laden with 
their sweet-scented white blossoms, in 
the month of May. 

My father, noticing a change in me, 
was not long in ascertaining its cause. 
He placed no obstacles in my way; I 
believe he was pleased. He had no 
faith in the Roman Catholic Church, 
though nominally a member of it. 
When a young man he had been to 
the United States, had acquired Ameri- 


can ideas, had a fair ‘education and 
was able to read in the Irish New Tes- 





tament, a copy of which he showed 
me. It took me less than a month to 
learn the alphabet and enough of the 
grammar of the Irish language to be 
able to read the Irish New Testament 
with ease. Of course I could not 
have done this only that [could speak 
the language just as well as I could 
English from childhood. 
language. 


I loved the 
Its very cadences were 
music to me, and I shall never forget 
how delighted I was when first I read 
in my own tongue John m1: 16—**‘ Oir 
is mar so do ghradhuigh Dia an domhan 
go dtug se einghein meic fein, tonnus 
gidh be chreideas ann, nach rachadh 
se a mugha, achd go mbeith an bheatha 
shiorruidhe aige.” 

The next step forward was attending 
a prayer meeting in the Episcopalian 
parochial school, The Rev. Charles 
Kingsley was then minister of the parish 
church. He was one of God’s noble 
men. LHe loved the poor, he was 
spiritually minded, and was a blessing 
to the people to whom he ministered. 
His wife, Mrs. Mary Kingsley, was a 
benediction of God upon all who came 
within the sphere of her influence. 
She has had a gracious and guiding 
power over my whole life. And when, 
years after the events that I am de- 
scribing, a letter came to me far away 
from home announcing her death, | 
wept as I never did before for any one. 
I sought out her grave in Dublin, 
where she was buried beside her sol- 
dier brother, and there on the green 
sod I vowed to be true to her teaching 
and ever cherish her memory. 

It was a Wednesday evening in early 
Summer. I was walking with some 
companions when we heard the sound 
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of the organ. Some one suggested 
that we go near the door. We did so. 
Just then the people began to sing 
and, if memory serves me rightly, it 
was one of the Gospel hymns. After 
hearing the first verse one of the boys 
yelled aloud and all scampered off. 
I had no desire to disturb the meeting. 
My own soul was too much disturbed. 
I had heard and sung Latin hyms— 
‘‘Ave Sanctissima, <Adeste Fidelis,” 
etc.—but never before had I heard 
the Gospel of Christ in the voice of 
song so that I could thoroughly under- 
stand it. I remained just outside the 
meeting room in the porch during the 
entire service. Mr. Kingsley offered 
prayer and made an address. Mrs. 
Kingsley played the organ. I ran 
away before the people came out, but 
some of them saw me. 

That was the first really Christiau 
service | ever attended. I say ‘‘Chris- 
tian service,” for the Roman Catholic 
mass is by no means to be regarded as 
Christian, It is pagan, purely and 
simply. Its Latin prayers, its ridicu- 
lous attitudes, its holy water, its wafers, 
its theatrical garments, are reproduc- 
tions of the Roman pagan ceremonies 
practised by the Pontifex Maximus and 
his crowd of priests in the palmy days 
of Old Rome. 

I went to that prayer meeting on the 
following week also. I did not dare 
to go into the room where the people 
were assembled, but stepped into the 
girls school room, between which and 
the place of meeting, or the boys’ room, 
hung a red curtain suspended from an 
iron rod that extended the whole width 
of the building. Here I sat and lis- 
tened and wondered at the things that 
were said. But most of all did I mar- 

vel at the strange prayers. No Credos, 





no Aves, no Paternosters. Simply a 
man/asking favors of God as one asks 
favors of a friend. The singing, how- 
ever, did me the most good. It was 
just simply Gospel singing, exactly 
what my starved soul needed. One 
hymn especially impressed me— 

‘Knocking, knocking, who is there ? ”’ 

I could feel my very heart thrill as 
those words were sung. 

At the close of the meeting I quietly 
went out. I spoke tono one. Some 
of the good people bowed to me, but 
did not speak. They knew how timid 
a Roman Catholic is in such a place. 
But they were glad, for they knew that 
the Lord was dealing with me. 

After attending three or four more 
meetings, one of the boys whom I 
knew invited me in, and I sat with him. 
I was exceedingly nervous, yet wonder- 
fully happy. By this time I began to 
be familiar with some of the hymns, 
and when one was given out that I 
knew, I joined in with heart and soul 
and with a vim that delighted some of 
the old Christians. 

I was now working for the friend 
mentioned in my previous article, and 
after my work was done I read consid- 
erable miscellaneous literature that 
helped me in my exodus from the Ro- 
man Church. Some of this dealt with the 
Roman Catholic controversy remotely. 
I read about the Reformation, but I 
believed that Luther was in league with 
the devil; that he, Luther, Henry 
VIII. and Queen Elizabeth had manu- 
factured Protestantism to please the 
devil and spite the Pope. When hold- 
ing a controversy with my Protestant 
companions my mightiest argument 

consisted in asking the question, 
‘Where was your religion before 


Luther?” 
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CONVERSION BETTER THAN CONDEMNATION. 





BY JOSIAH W. 


YYAUE citation in the April Con- 
VERTED CaTHOLIc from Rev. 
AX. Thomas Connellan’s review of 

the Nun of Kenmare’s last book— 

‘Life Inside the Church of Rome”— 

to the effect that a too general attack 

upon an arraignment of a religious 
body generally is unwise, I believe to 
be well taken. The whole truth needs 
to be laid boldly, but not intemperately, 
before those priestly leaders who erron- 
eously point the flock to any substitute, 
guide or mediator‘other than Father, 

Son and Holy Spirit; but of the flock, 

as Mr. Connellan judiciously observes, 

‘4t is by exhibiting Christian sympathy, 

by trying to gain their confidence and, 

if possible, their love, that we may 
ever hope to win them from their 
errors.” I think that a similar view 
was printed in THE ConverTED CaTHo- 

Lic some months ago as having been 

expressed to its editor by Dr. John 

Hall. 

The effect of the method of whole- 
sale denunciation was lately forcibly 
impressed upon my mind by observing 
how a lad, who had for a few months 
collected printed articles antagonistic 
to Catholics, and had been thrown in- 
to the company of amember of a patri- 
otic American order, was led to speak 
of the foreign born Catholic population 
generally, that, as they were plotting 
in secret, and ere long would murder 
the Protestants if they had the chance, 
the best thing now to do was to meet 
them on their own ground, secretly 
plant and plot, and exterminate the 
whole of them. He had not yet 
learned the lesson of our Saviour who 
said that in secret He had done noth- 


LEEDS, PHILADELPHIA, 


ing; who declared by the mouth of the 
apostie that the weapons of the Chris- 
tians warfare are not carnal, and who, 
in the revelation of the beloved disci- 
ple, has shown that the sword which 
effectually slays that which is false, and 
which overcomes evil, ‘‘proceedeth 
out of the mouth” of Him whose 
‘‘name is called the Word of God.” 
This divine wisdom or spiritual un- 
derstanding followed by prayer is the 
Christian’s only appointed weapon. 
His intellectual attainments and _ his 
apprehension of the appearances and 
the tread of evil of whatever soul 
should be ever under the control of 
this wisdom which is from above, lest 
his zeal at times be of the kind that is 
said to be ‘‘without knowledge.” 
About two months ago the writer of 
this contributed to the Lpiscopal Rec- 
order a brief article in reply to a historic 
statement made by Daniel Dougherty 
in his speech ‘‘Fair Play to Catholics,” 
wherein the lecturer affirmed that ‘‘the 
only religious martyrs who ever stained 
our fair Jand with life blood were Ro- 
man Catholics.” He was asked to 
bear in mind the well-known historic 
fact that in the middle of the seven- 
teenth century four God-fearing mem- 
bers of the Society of Friends yielded 
up their lives for the testimony of 
Jesus upon Boston Common, while the 
query was advanced whether there was 
any thing in Roman martyrology or in 
Fox’s Book of Martyrs exceeding the 
faithfulness or the noble simplicity of 
the dying testimonies of these un- 
daunted witnesses for Christ and de- 
fenders of liberty of consciousness ? 
Robinson, merchant of London, as 
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he was about to be executed exclaimed, 
‘I suffer for Christ, in whom I live, 
and for whom I die.” Stevenson, yeo- 
man from} Yorkshire, as he stepped up 
the faithful ladder uttered the words, 
“Be it known unto all this day that 
we suffer not as evil doers, but for 
conscience sake.” The last words of 
Mary Dyer. widow of the Recorder of 
Providence Plantation, were, ‘‘I came 
to do the will of my Father, and in 
obedience to His will I stand even to 
death.” And finally, as to William 
Leddra, when the executioner placed 
the halter around his neck, he was 
heard to say, ‘‘I commit my righteous 
cause unto Thee, O God.” 

In times of great political or religio- 
political excitement, it was admitted 
that Roman Catholics amongst us have 
been badly treated and lives have been 
lost, but the contrary has also hap- 
pened (instance the Draft Riots of 
1863 in New York) with the odds, I 
believe, much in their favor. The 
desolation and deaths censequent up- 
on the liquor traffic, overwhelmingly 
in the hands of Catholics, was likewise 
a point in the inquiry which could not 
properly be set aside or lost sight of. 

The readers of THe ConverTED 
CaTHotic may be interested in a re 
sponse to the above made to me by a 
historical writer whose name is well 
known all over the country:— 

“Tam amazed on reading Dough- 
erty’s speech at Baltimore, that a man 
so cultivated should make assertions 
worthy only of the ignorant concerning 
public transactions, the untruthfulness 
of which could be so easily proven. I 
felt disposed to offer disproofs at once, 
but my repugnance to engaging into 
controversy, and my extremely press- 
ing engagements then, as now, on a 





large work which I am preparing, re- 
strained me. You have answered his 
misstatements satisfactorily. 

“IT have no apprehension of the 
ascendancy of Roman Catholics in our 
country. Our common school system, 
operating in every direction against the 
Roman Catholic policy, will, under 
Providence, I believe, be a sufficient 
bulwark against the Jesuitical machin- 
ations. There is a leaven of enlight- 
enment working more and more pow- 
erfully in the Roman Catholic Church 
here and in Europe; not professedly, 
but almost unconsciously, with the 
principles of our common school sys- 
tem in strengthening the fortress of the 
right of private judgment which more 
and more Christians of all shades of 
denominationalism are insisting upon.” 

With a recent deliverance by one 
high in place in the Papal Church we 
may all heartily concur—‘‘State the 
whole truth and leave the results to 
truth and Providence.” To which 
may be instinctively added Christ's 
own words when, upon the Mount of 
Olives, He discoursed to His disciples 
concerning the Light of the World— 
“If ye continue in My word, then are 
ye My disciples indeed; and ye shall 
know the truth, and the truth shall 
make you free.” 


THE SUPPRESSED PAGE. 

Readers of the Nun of Kenmare’s 
new book, ‘‘Life Inside the Church of 
Rome,” will notice that page ror is 
blank. The reason is that by advice 
of counsel the publisher struck it out 
to avoid a suit for libel. We have had 
the suppressed passage printed in slips 
and shall forward it to all who order 
the book. The price of ‘*Life Inside 
the Church of Rome” is $1.75. 








2 Thessalonians, chapter 1: verses 1-12. 


A Paper read before the Presbyterian Ministers’ Association of Baltimore, Md., April 21, 1890, 


BY REV, 


HE Apostle Paul has placed on 
record in the Scriptures, be- 
sides others, two remarkable 

predictions, both relating to the same 
general subject—one concerning ‘‘The 
Man of Sin,” and the other concerning 
‘“‘The Apostasy of the Latter Times.” 
The former, contained in the Second 
Epistle to the Thessalonians, is that 
which is now to be considered. _ Fol- 
lowing the usual line of expositors, it 
is proposed to consider: 1. The Mean. 
ing of the terms of the Prophecy. 2. 
State the chief misapplications of 
the Prophecy. 3. Attempt to show 
the true and only possible application 
of it. 
MEANING OF THE TERMS. 

1. ‘‘Now we beseech you, brethren, 
by the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and by our gathering together 
unto Him, that ye be not soon shaken 
in mind, or be troubled, neither by 
spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as 
from us, as that the day of Christ is at 
hand.” (Ch. 1: 1, 2.) 

The word odzrep, here translated dy, 
ought rather have been rendered con- 
cerning as elsewhere (Rom. 1x: 27), or 
as in ther. v., douching. It would 
then read, ‘‘Now we beseech you, 
brethren, concerning the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.” That this is 
the true rendering is evident from the 
fact that ‘‘the coming of Christ” is the 
subject of which he is treating. And 
it is in relation to this subject that he 
desires the Thessalonians not to be 
disturbed or affrighted, neither by reve- 
lation, nor by massage, nor by letter 
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as from him, as if the day of Christ's 
coming was then at hand. 

The phrase, ‘The coming of 
Christ” and ‘‘The day of Christ,” may 
be understood either figuratively of 
His coming in judgment upon the 
Jews, or literally of His coming in 
glory to judge the world. Sometimes 
they are used in the former sense; but 
most generally in the latter; and that 
is evidently the sense in this connec- 
tion. Because there was no reason 
why the gentile church at Thessalonica 
should be admonished of the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem, or that they should 
be in agitation and terror on that ac- 
count. And then, how could the 
Apostle deny that the destruction of 
the rebellious Jews was at hand, when 
he had already told them it was at 
hand. (1 Thess.1: 16.) Besides, our 
Saviour had declared that the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem would come to pass 
in that generation, and which actually 
took place within twenty years from 
the time Paul was writing. 

The repeated use of these phrases 
in the First Epistle in the literal sense, 
especially in the latter part of the 
fourth chapter, appears to have occas- 
ioned some misunderstanding relative 
to the time of the Lord’s coming. To 
correct this error was the design of the 
passage in the Second Epistle, which 
we are now considering. It is with 
reference to this “‘coming of Christ,” to 
this “day of the Lord.” to this our “ gath 
ering unto Him in theclouds,to meet the 
Lord in the air,” that the Apostle be 
seeches them not to be troubled as i 














it was now at hand. He, therefore, 
cautions the Thessalonians in the 
strongest manner against this delusion, 
and assures them that other memorable 
events will take place before the com- 
ing of the Lord. (v. 3, 4.) ‘Let no 
man deceive you by any means; for 
that day shall not come except there 
come a falling away first, and that 
‘‘Man of Sin” be revealed,the ‘‘Son of 
Perdition,” who opposeth and exalteth 
himself above all that is called God, 
or that is worshipped; so that he as 
God sitteth in the temple of God, 
showing himself that he is God.” That 
is, the day of Christ shall not come 
except there come the apostasy first. 

2. ‘The Apostasy” here mentioned 
is plainly not of a civil, but of a relig- 
ious nature; not a revolt from the gov- 
ernment, but a defection from the 
true religion and worship—‘‘a depart- 
ing from the faith;” ‘‘a departing from 
the living God.” (Heb. 1: 12.) In 
the original it is ‘“‘The Apostasy,” with 
the article, to give it emphasis, and 
hence it is rendered ‘‘The Apostasy,” 
and in like manner it is ‘O avOpw@zos 
THS auaptias, with the like article 
and emphasis, ‘‘That Man.” 

The idea of the “Man of Sin” ap- 
pears to have been derived from the 
prophet Daniel (vu: 25)—‘‘He shall 
speak great words against the Most 
High, and shall wear out the saints of 
the Most High, and think to change 
times and laws.” And again (x1: 36), 
‘the king shall do according to his 
will, and he shall exalt himself and 
magnify himself above every god, and 
shall speak marvelous things against 
the God of gods.” Following the idea 
suggested by the prophet Daniel, the 
‘‘Man of Sin” may be either a single 
man or a succession of men. The 
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latter is evidently the sense of the 
phrase in Daniel, and must be the 
sense of it as used by Paul, because no 
single man could accomplish all the 
work of evil assigned by the prophecy 
to the ‘‘Man of Sin.” And this idea 
ofa succession of men is in accord- 
ance with Scripture usage, to speak of 
a body or number of men, in the char- 
acter of one. Thus (Dan. vu, vu, 
Rev. xvii.) ‘‘a king” means a succes- 
sion of kings. The ‘‘High Priest” 
(Heb. 1x: 7, 25) means the series and 
order of High Priests. In Dan. vit, 
vi., and Rev. x11, a single Beast rep- 
resents a whole empire or kingdom in 
all its revolutions from the beginning 
to the end. ‘‘The woman clothed 
with the sun” (Rev. xm: 1) is an em- 
blem of the true Church, and so ‘‘the 
woman clothed in scarlet” is nota 
single woman, but the representative 
of a corrupt communion. 

The ‘‘Man of Sin” and “Son of 
Perdition,” therefore, must be taken for 
a succession of men, after the order of 
Judas (John xvi: 12) that, like that 
traitor apostle, betray Christ; and like 
him, be devoted to destruction. ‘‘So 
that he as God sitteth in the Temple 
of God,showing himself that he is God.” 

By the phrase ‘“Temple of God” the 
Apostle evidently means the Christian 
Church, according to the usual style of 
the apostles; examples are numerous. 
It is certain that after the death of 
Christ the Temple of Jerusalem was 
never called the ‘‘Temple of God.” 
‘“‘The sitting of the ‘Man of Sin’ in the 
Temple of God” implies his ruling and 
presiding there, and ‘‘sitting there as 
God” implies his claiming divine au- 
thority in things spiritual and temporal, 
and ‘‘showing himself that he is God” 
implies his doing it with great pride, 
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pomp, parade and ostentation. 

3. It appears further, that while ‘‘the 
mystery of iniquity” was working even 
in the Apostle’s time, yet the “Man of 
Sin,” or ‘‘the Lawless one,” was not 
then revealed, and would not be fully 
manifested until a certain restraining 
power should be removed or taken 
away. What that restraining or ‘‘let- 
ting” power was the Apostle did not 
name in his written Epistle, but he 
had already explained it all orally to 
the Thessalonians. (v. 5—7)—‘‘Re- 
member ye not that when I was with 
you I told you these things?” While, 
therefore, we cannot say positively 
what that restraining influence was, 
yet, if we may accept the unanimous 
testimony of the Fathers, it was the 
Roman Empire. And this idea is fully 
confirmed by the history of those times, 
for while the Roman empire subsisted 
no such organized system of iniquity 
as that indicated by ‘‘the Man of Sin” 
made its appearance in connection 
with the Christian Church; but very 
soon after that empire expired, the 
‘Son of Perdition” made his appear- 
ance. ‘‘And then shall that wicked 
be revealed whom the Lord shall con- 
sume with the spirit of His mouth, 
and destroy with the brigetness of His 
coming.” (v. 8.) As these two clauses 
appear to refer to two distinct events 
--the meaning evidently is,that the Lord 
Jesus shall gradually consume the 
‘‘Man of Sin” with the free preaching 
and publication of his Word, and shall 
utterly destroy him at His second com- 
ing in the glory of His Father with the 
holy angels. There will be fulfilled 
all the divine denunciations against 
‘“‘The Beast,” ‘‘The False Prophet,” 
and ‘‘The Woman Arrayed in Purple 
and Scarlet Color.” (Rev. xvir: xviit. ) 


MISAPPLICATIONS OF THE PROPHECY. 

It is not surprising that mere casual 
readers of this great prophecy should 
know very little of its true interpreta- 
tion, when some eminently learned 
critics have utterly failed in its ex- 
position. 

As space and time do not permit a 
detailed consideration of these unten- 
able theories, a mere enumeration of 
them must suffice. 

1. The learned Grotius understands 
this prophecy to relate to times pre- 
ceding the destruction of Jerusalem. 
and ‘‘the Man of Sin” to be the em- 
peror Caligula or Simon Magus. 

2. Dr. Hammond held that the 
prophecy was fulfilled by Simon{Magus 
and the Gnostics. According to this, 
the prophecy related in part to things 
already past, and partly to what never 
happened, because Gnosticism  sur- 
vived long after the destruction of Je- 
rusalem. 

3. Le Clerc, refuting the theories of 
both Grotius and Hammond, main- 
tains that the ‘‘Man of Sin” was the 
rebellious Jews under their leader Si- 
mon, son of Gioras, that revolted 
against the Romans. This bears ab- 
surdity on its face. 

4. Dr. Whitby holds that the apos- 
tasy is the revolt of the Jews from the 
Romans, or from the faith—he is not 
certain which. And the “Man ofSin,” 
the Jewish nation, with their High 
Priest and Sanhedrim, This is mani- 
festly nonsense. 

5. Dr. Wetstein 


advances the 


untenable theory, that the ‘‘Man of 
Sin” and the wicked one was Titus or 
the Flavian family. 
sibility. 

6, Of those who apply the prophecy 
to events after the destruction of Jeru- 


An utter impos- 
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salem, some Papists and others apply 
it to Mahomet. While that impostor 
presented some few points of coinci- 
dence, yet in the main he entirely fails 
to fill the bill. Mahomet, although as 
a ‘‘Man of Sin,” was certainly wicked 
enough, and his appearance was after 
the fall of the Roman Empire; but this 
“coming” was not the developement 
of an antecedent apostasy from the 
faith of Christianity. He never claimed 
to be God, and never pretended to sit 
in the Temple of God; and for the 
propagation of his system he depended 
on the sword, and not upon ‘‘lying 
wonders,” the great and distinguishing 
weapon of antichrist. 

7. Others of the Papists maintain 
that the Apostasy is the falling away 
from the Church of Rome by the doc- 
trines of the Reformation! But they 
do not designate the ‘‘Man of Sin,” as 
the Protestants have never been united 
under one head. This is rich, indeed ! 
seeing it is a poor attempt to illustrate 
the example of the runaway rogue 
who, falling in with the pursuing mul- 
titude, joined them in the cry, “‘Stop 
thief!” 

8. Still another class of Romanists 
explain the prophecy of Antichrist, 
who is yet to appear, and as one man, 
will continue only three years and a 
half, and then be destroyed. 

That is to say, it will have taken 
this “Man of Sin” all the time from 
the days of Paul to within three and a 
half years of the Day of Judgement to, 
get ready to capture the Temple of 
God, allowing himself then but a short 
reign, and a merry one it may be, un- 
less it will be with him as with the Al- 
mighty Himself, ‘‘one day is as a 
thousand years, and a thousand years 
as one day.” 








THE TRUE APPLICATION. 

1. The proposition announced in 
the beginning was, ‘‘that the succes- 
sion of the Roman pontiffs is the ‘Man 
of Sin,’ the ‘Son of Perdition,’ of this 
prophecy.” Itis proposed now to es- 
tablish this assertion in a three-fold ar- 
gument—1. From the testimony of 
eminent Fathers of the ancient Church. 
2. From the time of the revelation of 
the ‘‘Man of Sin.” 3. From the dis- 
tinguishing marks of ‘‘The Papacy,” 
which identify it with the ‘Man of 
Sin” of the prophecy. 

ANCIENT TESTIMONY. 

We are told by ‘the Apostle Paul 
that ‘‘the mystery of iniquity,” that is, 
the source and origin of the coming 
apostasy, was at work in the Church in 
his day; and we learn from the Apostle 
John that such manifestations of this 
evil spirit, as had in that day appeared, 
were named ‘‘Antichrist,” a designa- 
tion subsequently appropriated to the 
“Man of Sin” of St. Paul’s prophecy. 
And this name is sufficiently proper, 
as it may signfy both the enemy of 
Christ and the vicar of Christ. 

Justin Martyr, in the early part of 
the second century; Tertullian, in the 
latter part of the same; Origen, in the 
third century; Lactantius and Cyril of 
Jerusalem, fourth century; Jerome, 
Augustine and Chrysostome, about the 
beginning of the fifth century, all con- 
cur in identifying the ‘‘Man of Sin” of 
St. Paul’s prophecy, and the ‘‘Little 
Horn” of Daniel with Antichrist, 
whose full manifestation could not oc- 
cur as long as the Roman Empire sub- 
sisted; but who would, as soon as that 
restraining power expired, appear to 
occupy the vacant throne in the Im- 
perial City. ‘‘This is he,” says Lac- 
tantius, ‘‘who is called ‘Antichrist, 
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but shall feign himself to be Christ, 
and shall fight against the truth.” A 
shorter and more accurate designation 
of the pretended vicar of Christ could 
not be drawn even by the most ortho- 
dox Protestant! To these we may 
properly add the testimony of Gregory 
the Great, who was Bishop of Rome at 
the end of the sixth century, in rebuk- 
ing the ambitious John, Bishop of 
Constantinople, the first to assume the 
arrogant title of ‘Universal Bishop.” 
He said: ‘‘I speak it confidently, 
that whosoever calleth himself ‘Univer- 
sal Bishop,’ or desireth to be so called, 
in the pride of his heart, he doth fore- 
run Antichrist.” ‘‘By this pride of 
John, what thing else is signified but 
that the time of Antichrist is now at 
hand.” And this prediction, as we 
shall see, was speedily verified. 

In the profound darkness and ignor- 
norance in which Antichrist, the ‘‘Man 
of Sin,” was revealed, and which pre- 
vailed for ages afterward, the true in- 
terpretation of this prophecy disap- 
peared; but as soon as any dawnings 
of Reformation appeared, the true 
doctrine of Antichrist was revived in 
full energy. In 1120 a treatise ap- 
peared warning the faithful and main- 
taining that the great Antichrist was 
long ago come, and by God's permis- 
sion was then well advanced in years. 
That this state of men (the Papacy, 
not a single man) is Antichrist—The 
“Whore of Babylon,” the ‘Man of 
Sin,” the ‘‘Son of Perdition !” 

The same opinions were maintained 
by the Albigenses and Waldenses, by 
Wickliffe and subsequent reformers, by 
the Puritans in the reign of Elizabeth, 
by the Westminster Assembly of Di- 
vines, and since their day by men, like 
those of ‘Issachar, that have under- 


standing of the times to know what 
Israel ought to do.” 

The only disseriters from this pre- 
vailing faith as to the identification of 
Antichrist are the Pope himself, who, 
in the last Lateran Council, forbade all 
disscussion on the subject, the king of 
France, the Anglican clergy, in the 
time of Elizabeth, and subsequenntly 
lest they should otherwise mar the va- 
lidity of their pretended apostolical 
succession through the Papal Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, Austin, the 
bloody persecutor of the ancient 
British Church, and our own revision- 
ists who appear anxious to make 
amends to his Holiness for the long- 
standing discourtesy of our rude and 
stupid forefathers. 

THE TIME WHEN THE ‘‘MAN OF SIN” MUST 
BE REVEALED. 

The unanimity with which the Roman 
Empire is held to be the letting or re- 
straining power of the prophecy renders 
it safe to adopt that interpretation. 
As long as that power subsisted Anti- 
christ, the ‘‘Man of Sin,” was held in 
abeyance. The mystery of iniquity, 
the spirit of Antichrist, had been in the 
Church from the beginning; but the 
concrete, personal Antichrist could not 
be revealed until that restraining power 
passed away. 

We know that the original Roman 
Empire was permanently divided in a. 
D. 3y5, and that the Western division 
became extinct in a. pD. 476. From 
that time for more than a hundred 
years, Italy became the arena of con- 
tention for the mastery between the 
Heruli, the Ostrogoths, the Lombards 
and the armies of the Eastern Empire. 
The last named attempting ineffectu- 
ally to expel the hostile, invading 
tribes, and too feeble to afford proper 




















protection to the provinces that were 
claimed as still belonging to the Em- 
pire, while the Exarch at Ravenna 
nominally represented the Greek or 
Eastern Emperor, the Lombards un- 
der their dukes and the Romans under 
the Popes, were the actual lords of the 
land. Thus matters remained until 
the close of the sixth century. At 
this period Gregory the Great was 
Bishop of Rome, and John the Faster 
in the See of Constantinople. In the 
jealousies between the rival cities for 
pre-eminence, John had been declared 
“Universal Bishop” by a council held 
at Constantinople. This arrogance,as 
ilready mentioned, was sharply re- 
buked by the more conscientious prelate 
of Rome,who denounced his ambitious 
brother as the forerunner of Antichrist. 

About this time Phocas, an officer 
in the army of the Emperor Mauritius, 
arose in rebellion against his master, 
murdered him and his family, and 
usurped the Empire. This attrocity 
was denounced by Pope John of Con- 
stantinople; but by Boniface III. of 
Rome it was fully sanctioned. For 
this, Phocas deposed John from the 
universal primacy, and conferred that 
coveted dignity upon Boniface. And 
thus, by the aid of a usurper of a tem- 
the Pope of Rome in 
the year 606 became the usurper of the 
spiritual crown of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, as the sole Head of the Univer- 
sal Church. And thus was revealed 
the ‘‘Man of Sin,” the ‘‘Son of Per- 
lition!” And it will be noted that 
thisaccomplishment of Paul's prophecy 
was coincident with the rising of the 
“Little Horn” of Daniel among the 
ten, which indicated the number of 
principalities into which the Roman 
Empire was now divided. 
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3. It now remains to enumerate the 
particulars in the character and the 
administration of the Popes which in- 
dentify that succession with the Anti- 
christ, the ‘‘Man of Sin,” the ‘‘Son 
of Perdition.” 

1. ‘‘Who opposeth and exalteth him- 
self above all that is called God, or 
that is worshipped.” This applies to 
no other succession of men that has 
ever existed besides the Roman pontiffs. 
They, and they only, have opposed the 
truths, commandments and disciples 
of Christ in every age and by every 
means, They have opposed the pro- 
phetical office of Christ by teaching 
for doctrine the commandments and 
traditions of men; His Priestly office 
by offering sacrifices for sin of their 
own invention; and constituting other 
mediators besides the One only Medi- 
ator, Christ the Lord; and His Kingly 
office by changing and dispensing with 
His laws. 

And the opposition of the pontiffs to 
the truth, the cause and the people of 
God, has been especially manifested in 
excommunications, persecutions, cru- 
sades, inquisitions and universal massa- 
cres. If the heathen Emperor of Rome 
slew his thousands, the pretended 
Christian Pope of Rome has slain his 
tens of thousands. His fires of death 
were kept burning for ages, and no 
land can be named that has not drunk 
the blood of the martyrs of Jesus, shed 
by the hand of the great pontifical as- 
sassin ! 

And these blood stained pontiffs 
have ‘‘exalted themselves above all 
that is called God, or that is wor- 
shipped”—not only above inferior 
magistrates, but above all bishops, pri- 
mates, kings, emperors, and over all 
authority in Church and State, and 
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above all things terrestrial, celestial 
and infernal; trampling upon crowns, 
disposing of kingdoms; and in enjoin- 
ing the idolatry that God has forbid- 
den, they have set God and Christ at 
defiance. 

2. ‘So that he, as God, sitteth in 
the Temple of God, showing himself 
that he is God.” If up to this point 
there were any doubt with respect to 
the identity of the prisoner at the bar 
as the indicted usurper of the crown 
rights of our Lord, the sovereign King 
of Zion, this location of his throne in 
the Temple of God leaves no shadow 
of doubt as to his guilt of high treason, 
according to the indictment, under 
which he will be finally condemned. 
It is in vain, therefore, to seek for An- 
tichrist in the palace of the Ceesars, 
among the rebellious Jews in the 
schools of the Gnostics, or among the 
tribes of the False Prophet. For this 
‘*Man of Sin” is to be found no where 
but in the pretended “Chair of St. 
Peter” where, as the sovereign head of 
what he claims to be the only true 
Church of Christ, he wears divine titles, 
assumes divine attributes, exercises di- 
vine authority and demands divine ad- 
oration! ‘‘He sitteth in the Temple 
of God, showing himself that he is God.” 

3. ‘‘Whose coming is after the work- 
ing of Satan with all power and signs 
and wonders and all deceivableness of 
unrighteousness in them that perish.” 

It requires no particular enumeration 
of facts to prove that these words of 
the prophecy accurately describe the 
policy of Romanism under the Popes 
in propagating that soul destroying 
system of blood and lies. The history 
which Papal Romanism has made for 
itself testifies that it has maintained its 
usurped domination by “lying won- 


ders,” ‘‘false miracles;’and when these 
fail then ‘‘death to infidels and 
heritics.” And the uniform testimony 
of those that have been rescued from 
the bondage of Papal fraud is, that the 
inside life of Romanism is a life of 
‘‘unrighteousness. ” 

The true interpretation of this pro- 
phecy enables us to distinguish between 
the hierarchy Antichrist before ordained 
to destruction—‘‘Anathema Maran- 
atha”—and the unconscious victims of 
the deadly despotism—to be kindly 
exhorted—‘‘Come out of her 
that ye be not partakers of her sins, 
and that ye receive not of her plague.” 
(Rev. xvi: 4.) 

Sound Logic. 

A Jesuit missionary to the Indians 
one day asked a convert: “How 
many Gods are there?” 

‘‘None,” replied the simple-minded 
catechumen. 

“What!” exclaimed the astonished 
priest. ‘‘Is that the way you profit by 
my careful teaching all this time? Did 
I not often tell you there is only one 
God? How is it that you so forget 
what I teach you?” 

‘‘Father, ” replied the honest Indian, 
“T have not forgotten any thing you 
have taught me. There was one God 
last Sunday, but you gave Him to me 
at the mass and I ate Him; so there is 
none left.” 

The Pope and the American Press 

An English journalist who spent 
seven months in the United States 


writing for various newspapers recently 
returned to London “impressed with the 
idea that the Pope has far more power 
in the United States than in any Roman 
Catholic country in the old world. 
The papers are afraid to print a word 
to which the priests take exception.” 
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THE YAWNING GULF. 


GEO. C,. NEEDHAM. 


N old Roman legend describes a 
VN peculiar occurrence which, it 
is supposed, took place in the early 
history of that remarkable city. There 
had been an earthquake which left an 
open chasm deep and wide in their 
sacred Forum. The frightened citi- 
zens gathered around this yawning 
gulf to consult with the Augurs and 
Soothsayers that the will of the gods 
might be made known. Many were 
the surmises and speculations offered, 
but to none would the trembling peo- 
ple listen until an aged Augur spoke 
aloud and said, ‘‘Romans, the au- 
spices declare that not until the most 
precious thing in the city is cast into 
the gulf will the abyss be closed, or 
Rome know rest or peace.” Rome 
was in a quandary at the announce- 
ment, for where could the most prec- 
ious thing in the city be found? The 
miser’s gold to him was precious, but 
the black gulf needed something more 
than what earth produced. Nor would 
nature’s frown be removed by nature’s 
precious gems, 

A pall of gloom hung over the af- 
flicted city until Marcus Curtius ap- 
peared on his milk white steed, and 
addressing the crowd who were wont 
to assemble on the edge of the abyss, 
he cried, ‘‘Not arms, nor wealth, O 
citizens of Rome, does heaven claim 
of you this day. Not priestly treasures 
nor love’s gifts are the most precious 
things in Rome, Not valor, nor wis- 
dom, conscript fathers. Hear me! 
and let the lesson sink into your hearts 
and become the parent of true deeds 
in the future. Self-sacrafice is the 
most precious in Rome. To my coun- 


BY REV, 


try and to the gods I, Marcus Curtius, 
offer it this day.” Then suddenly giv- 
ing rein to his horse, he rode toward 
the gulf and plunged into darkness 
and to death below. A dull sound is 
heard, and slowly the gulf is closed. 

The beautiful legend speaks truly; 
‘‘Self-sacrifice is the most precious 
thing,” and a greater man than Curtius 
has given the most illustrious example 
of its saving virtue. When man sinned 
a great gulf was fixed between God and 
the sinner so that God could not come 
forth to bless man, being the just One, 
nor could man approach God, he being 
the sinful one. But Christ in the full- 
ness of time came and leaped into the 
gulf, causing it to disappear, thus 
bringing God and man together. The 
justice of the Judge is upheld, the sin 
of man is atoned for, and ‘‘we are 
made nigh by the blood of the cross.” 
Jesus with one hand upon the throne 
of God, and the other upon the trein- 
bling sinner, brings both together, 
while mercy embracing the penitent 
believer, justice sings in accents of 
love, ‘‘your sins and your iniquities I 
will remember no more.” 

Sinner, dislodge the thought from 
your heart that any work of yours can 
propitiate God or effect your reconcili- 
ation to Him. Hear the Gospel mes- 
sage once again, and by faith appro- 
priate it to yourself: ‘‘You that were 
alienated and enemies in your mind by 
wicked works, yet now hath He recon- 
ciled in the body of His flesh through 
death to present you holy and un- 
blameable and unreprovable in His 
sight.” Remember that though once 
‘ye were without Christ, being aliens 
from the commonwealth of Israel and 
strangers from the covenants of promise, 
having no hope and without God in 
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the world,” that ‘‘now in Christ Jesus 


ye, who sometimes were far off, are: 


made nigh by the blood of Christ.” 
This, then, is the great sacrifice—Christ 
died for the ungodly. The chasm is 
bridged, and the guilty finds a way of 
escape from sin to holiness, from Satan 
to God, from hell to heaven. 

The Roman legend illustrates an- 
other fact. The human heart is like 
that yawning gulf. Money will not 
fill it, pleasure cannot satisfy it, busi- 
ness fails to close the chasm, and the 
man who is conscious of the soul’s ne- 
cessities cries out like the daughters of 
the horse-leech, give! give! give! 
Many remedies may be offered to a 
sinful soul, but all things beneath the 
sun are only ‘‘vanity and vexation of 
spirit.’ The cry is still heard, ‘‘I want 
something more.” Papal Rome offers 
its relics and its rags, but to no pur- 
What then will satisfy the in- 
finite cravings of the heart? Not in, 
deed the most precious things of earth, 
but the most precious thing in heaven. 
And shall that most precious thing be 
forthcoming? Yes, yes, blessed be 
God. Jesus Christ so unselfish, made 
Himself of no reputation, and hum- 
bled Himself unto death, even the 
death of the cross; He was buried 
and rose again the third day from the 
dead: He ascended into heaven, and 
now comes to us by His Spirit. The 
moment, therefore, a poor sinner re- 
ceives Jesus, believing on Him for sal- 
vation, His holy Spirit comes to dwell 
within us, to take up His abode in the 
soul. 

This is the other great fact of which I 
am reminded by the Roman legend. 
The chasm is {closed, the heart satis- 
fied, the aching void filled, and the 
soul dwells at ease when Jesus makes 


pose. 


our hearts His own. Poor weary, 
sinning, aching, hungry, longing soul, 
hear the cry of the Redeemer, ‘‘Lo I 
come.” He leaves heaven and its 
glory for earth and its shame. Again 
He ascends to bestow His Spirit that 
the yawning gulf made in the soul by 
sin’s deadly power may again be filled. 
Receive Jesus, then, and you shall be 
abundantly satisfied. ‘‘Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be 
saved.” 


ere 


Letter from Mr. Needham. 
MancueEster, Mass., May 6, 1890. 

My Dear Brotuer:—I enclose you 
ten dollars towards the distribution of 
‘Father Flynn” among priests and 
others. The donor does not wish his 
name known, but it is given as an 
offering to the Lord for mercies re- 
ceived, and you are to thank God and 
take courage. 

I wish I could shame your delin- 
quent subscribers into better behavior. 
You work hard and conscientiously, 
and have grandly succeeded in making 
THe Convertep CaTHo.ic the most 
noble witness’ against the corruptions 
of the Papacy, and a powerful testi- 
mony to the exceeding grace of Christ. 
And yet hundreds of your well-to-do 
readers expect you to donate a monthly 
copy year by year out of your own re- 
sources. Shame upon such pigmy 
Protestantism! Were you to hand 
around to such people a fine roasted 
Irish potatoe they would grumble that 
you had not sweetened its heart with 
alump of Cork butter. Oh, dear ! 
oh, dear! Please give me a list of 
their names that I may go after them 
with my blackthorn, or I may report 
them to that splendid hater of shams, 


Dr. Edward McGlynn. 
Gro. C. NEEDHAM. 
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[Altoona ‘Independent Loyal American,”’ 
May 3, 1890. ] 

MEV. JAMES A. O'CCNNOR, 

R the converted Catholic priest 

A of New York, lectured in the 
Chestnut Avenue Methodist Episcopal 
Church of this city last evening to the 
great delight and satisfaction of an au- 
dience that showed deep interest in the 
subject. The Rev. A. R. Miller, pas- 
tor of the church, introduced Father 
O’Connor, who prefaced his address 
by saying that his work was chiefly 
evangelistic, to bring Roman Catholics 
to see and enjoy the benefits and bless- 
ings of the Gospel of Christ and the 
grace thereof communicated by God 
through Jesus Christ. 

Proceeding with his lecture he said 
that the Northern and middle parts of 
this country were settled by Protestants, 
and the Southern portion, as Mexico 
and South America, by Roman Catho- 
lics, and that Canada was largely Ro- 
man Catholic. 

The Roman Catholic portions of this 
country have been and are under the 
spiritual dominion of a foreign poten- 
tate, the Pope of Rome. He and his 
subjects are linked together by a chain 
of cardinals, archbishops, bishops and 
priests, over whom he exerts supreme 
control as the professed representative 
of God, the purpose of this system be- 
ing to exercise temporal as well as 
spiritual control over the people. 

This purpose was illustrated by a 
reference to the address of Archbishop 
Ireland at the Catholic Congress in 
Baltimore, wherein he set forth in 
strong and unmistakable terms that 
he duty of the Roman Catholic Church 
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in America was to make America 
Catholic, and to this object the Pope 
and his adherents were looking with 
great expectation. 

The speaker reviewed the history of 
the Roman Catholic Church and 
showed how it had become corrupt, 
and was not the Church of God for the 
salvation of the world, but in its usur- 
pation of the temporal power among 
the nations had become the Church of 
Rome. At the time of the Reforma- 
tion the representative men, like Luther 
and his co-workers, saw its corruption 
and sought to bring in the true light 
of the Word of God by which alone 
men could be saved. 

This inaugurated a condition of 
things in the affairs of the world that 
began to emancipate the people from 
darkness and spiritual bondage, and 
to cause them to seek relief from the 
power of the Pope. The Popes of 
Rome for a long flight of years, except 
at stated intervals, usurped this univer- 
sal control over the world, but the 
dawning of the light in the beginning 
of the Reformation and its gradual 
spread in these latter centuries brings 
us into the nineteenth century, when 
the temporal power of the Pope is 
broken—broken right in Italy, in 
Rome as its capital, by the very sub- 
jects of the Pope who had for so long a 
time felt the oppression of Roman 
Catholicism. 

The discovery of the Americas wit- 
nessed the spread of Roman Catholic- 
ism to the Western Hemisphere, and 
now between the East and the West the 
Popes of Rome have endeavored to es- 
tablished the temporal as well as the 
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spiritual powers of hiskingdom. To. 
day in America alone, in these free 
United States, the Roman Catholic 
Church claims a membership of 
g,000,000 adherents, and these are 
held together by the system of ecclesi- 
asticism and political dominion that 
makes that Church a dangerous factor 
among the free institutions of our 
country. 

This man of the Vatican can, by a 
click of the cable, call to obedience to 
his behest, the cardinals, the bishops 
and the priests of this entire country. 
He can depose or excommunicate 
any one of them in this land of freedom, 
as this Church is held together by 
a system which reaches every one of 
its adherents. 

He described the Roman Catholic 
Confessional the appointed place for 
the confession of sin and of absolving 
from sin. Here the masses of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church are brought un- 
der the complete dominion of its clergy. 
Young, middle aged and the aged all 
come to this and confess their thoughts, 
words and actions. He suprised his 
hearers with the declaration of the 
power and influence exerted through 
theConfessional in the Church of Rome, 

He declared that the Roman Catho- 
lic Church did not teach salvation 
through Jesus Christ, but did its pray- 
ing to the Virgin Mary and to saints, 
and depended for its forgiveness of sins 
upon the absolution of the priests, who 
have no power to forgive sins. This 
he felt in his own priesthood, where 
he was accustomed to use the ritual 
of the Church to absolve in an unknown 
This fact of his 


tongue—the Latin. 
inability to do others good led him into 
serious reflection concerning himself. 
His whole teaching had been Catholic. 


His mind lived in the darkness of its 
superstitions, and to get away from 
these was a tremendous task. It was 
to give up the training of all his early 
life, but from under the load of op- 
pression he came at last. From behind 
the clouds of ignorance and superstition 
he emerged into the broad light of 
Christian truth. Ever since he has 
been a happy man, and for twelve 
years his aim has been to bring our 
ignorant Catholic people from their 
superstition and error into the glorious 
light and freedom of the Gospel. 

Father O'Connor spoke of convents 
and nunneries as prisons, from which 
fully one-half would cheerfully come 
if they only knew where to go. Being 
shut up there so long they know_not 
where to go. They have lost their as- 
sociation with the world. The case of 
the escaped nun at Chester was cited. 
Her great desire to be free prompted 
her to escape. In fleeing she ran into 
the arms of a Catholic policeman, 
pursued by five sister nuns, who 
dragged her back, when, a few days 
later, she languished and died. The 
judgment of eternity alone will unfold 
the secrets of what prompted her to 
flee from the prison and the distress 
that broke her heart. Catholics will . 
tell you that she was crazy, but what 
caused her insanity ? 

CATHOLICISM AND PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 

The Roman Catholics are establish- 
ing their parochial schools because 
they do not want their children to 
come in contact with the public school 
and the light of the Bible. There is 
no Bible in the parochial schools. The 
hierarchy will understand that for the 
children to come in contact with the 
Bible is to free them from Roman 
superstition. The Bible offers freedom, 

















183 





The members of the Catholic Church 
are kept from the knowledge of the 
Bible. The Gospel is not preached in 
the Roman Catholic Church. They 
want the children kept away from the 
influence of the Bible. The Roman 
Church wants the Bible taken out of 
the public schools; and when they ac- 
complish this they will point at the 
schools and say, ‘‘they are godless,” 
and thus seek for the establishment of 
the parochial schools where the chile 
dren of this country will be brought 
entirely under Roman Catholic influ- 
ence and instruction. 
ROMANISM IN POLITICS. 

Romanism is a political as well as 
an ecclesiastical system. The adher- 
ents of this Church are the sworn allies 
ofthe Pope. They indicate how to 
vote, and many strange and wonderful 
devices are used by the Jesuits to 
wield political power. No sooner had 
the patriotic move of placing the 
American Flag upon the public schools 
of this country been completed than 
the Roman Catholics of New England 
began to ask appropriations from the 
State to put flags on the parochial 
schools, and the political aspirant who 
would say nay had his political grave 
dug right then by the loss of the 
Catholic vote. To place the flags on 
the parochial schools was only feigning 
patriotism for a certain line of policy. 

Romanism in politics is the means 
by which the Pope hopes to regain his 
lost temporal power in Italy and have 
it established in America. Whether 
he will do so remains for Americans 
to say. Every device is being employed 
to bring it about. The 9,000,000 of 
Catholics, the 13 archbishops, the 70 
bishops, the 8,000 priests, the 10,000 
churches and chapels, the schools and 





colleges, all these are under the direc- 
tion of the Pope. All the real estate 
and churches is held in his name by 
the bishops. A click of the cable brings 
all this machinery under his control. 

What is most strange is that the 
Americans do not see the danger 
Those who are warning them of their 
peril are those who have come out of 
the Catholic Church, who know the 
power of her superstition, have felt its 
darkness and oppression, and now en- 
joying the great liberty which the pure 
Gospel of Christ furnishes, are warning 
Americans to beware of the aims of 
Popery. 

It is the clergy of the Roman Church 
that is guilty of the interference with 
our free institutions. The lecturer de- 
clared that it was not his purpose to 
abuse the members of the Catholic 
Church. They are held in ignorance. 
They do not have the great blessing of 
Gospel liberty. They follow the clergy 
in blind obedience. I pity them. I 
am trying to lift them up to a higher 
plane. I am aiming to give them the 
light and teach them the better way. 
Hundreds of Catholics have found 
the way. They believe inthe freedom 
of America and the public schools of 
America, and because they will not 
bow to the Pope in these things they 
are excommunicated and persecuted, 

Many other most excellent things 
were uttered by the speaker during the 
lecture which held the undivided atten- 
tion of his auditors. Father O’Connor 
seeks to improve the condition of the 
Catholics in America—first by the power 
of the Gospel; secondly, to guard 
our free institutions against the aggres- 
sions of Rome and meddling with our 
American politics; and highest of all 
to have them converted to Christ. 
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THE PRIMACY OF PETER—THE FORGED DECRETALS: 





BY REV. THOS, CONNELLAN, LATE ROMAN CATHOLIC PRIEST, ATHLONE, IRELAND 


‘¥,° 

YANO Alexander VI. one hardly 

‘knows how to refer. 
AX. _ solitary exception of his second 
illegitimate son, he is admitted to have 
been the most depraved monster who 
has ever come under public notice. 
Elected by bribery and corruption, he 
soon got rid of those who had pro- 
moted him. His second son killed 
his eldest brother; nay, he pursued 
Peroto to the very feet of the Pope, 
and when the unhappy man tried to 
hide himself in the Pope’s mantle he 
was stabbed to death, his blood spurt- 
ing into the face of his protector. 
(Casillo, Appendix to Ranke.) The 
assassin, the Pope’s second son, had 
been made a cardinal by his father. 
He killed his sister’s husband in order 
that she might marry the man of his 
choice. This same sister, one of the 
Pope’s five illigitimate children, kept 
the Papal court, opened dispatches, 
consulted the cardinals regarding 
Church affairs and celebrated her mar- 
riage with becoming pomp in the 
Papal palace. 

The Romans made the following 
epigram upon this model vicar of 
Christ: ‘‘Alexander sells kings, altars, 
Christ. He first bought them, he has 
good right to sell them.” The poor, 
superstitious people, roaming among 
German forests, or scattered over the 
“Isles of thesea,” judging the book by 
the cover, long believed—some of them 
believe still—that the Pope lived as he 
preached. The Romans, among whom 
he resided, knew better. When Leo X. 
died without receiving the sacrament, a 
Roman wag at once wrote his epitaph: 


With the , 


«Sacra, sub extrema, si forte requiris, hora 
Vendiderat.”’ 
“Are you curious to know why Pope 
Leo did not receive the sacrament in 
his last hour? The reason is he had 
sold it.” Thus the foul flood of in- 
iquity flowed and spread until a very 
deluge of corruption overspread the 
earth. The laity were forbidden to 
read the Bible in their own tongue, 
and if they conversed publicly or pri- 
vately on matters of faith they incurred 
excommunication by a bull of Alex- 
anner IV., and after a year were 
handed over to the tender mercies of 
the Inquisition. When the vicar of 
Innocent VIII. wanted to forbid cleri- 
cal concubinage in Rome the Pope 
made him withdraw his edict—‘Propter 
quod talis effecta est vita sacerdotum 
et curialium, ut vix reperiatur qui con- 
cubinam non retinet, vel saltem mere- 
tricem.” (See Infessura in Eccard- 
corp. Hist. u. 1997.) Nor was it pru- 
dent to speak publicly of these vices. 
When the Carmelite, Thomas Conecte, 
distinguished for his holy life and 
many conversions, lashed the vices of 
the Roman court, Eugenius 1V. handed 
him over to the Inquisition, when his 
voice was soon silenced at the stake. 
Alexander VI. treated the famous 
Savonarola after a similar fashion. 
His great offence was that he preached 
the necessity of a General Council. 
Yet Philip Neri bears witness to the 
purity of his life, and Benedict XIV. 
says he merited canonization. 


Cur Leo non potuit sumere ? 


Now it was during this time, when 
ignorance and superstition hung above 
the Church as a November fog hangs 
over London, that the Pope set about 
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the establishment of his temporal and 
spiritual supremacy. The mysterious 
and potent charm possessed by Rome 
over the imagination as the heir of her 
who had been mistress of the world, 
did much to consolidate Papal au- 
thority. But the chief factors in this 
most wonderful revolution, by which 
the Papacy leaped the space between 
the humble presbyter and a mitred 
king, were a series of documents now 
admitted by the Popes themselves to 
have been ‘forged. The first of these 
palmed off upon the world was the 
Donation of Constantine. It made its 
appearance about the middle of the 
eighth century. It purported to have 
been written in the fourth century, but 
with rare modesty the Popes kept it 
hidden away for 400 years, and never 
said a word about it during all the 
time. Constantine, says the legend, 
found Pope Sylvester in one of the 
monastcries on Mount Soracte, and 
having mounted him on a mule, he 
took hold of his bridle rein, and walk- 
ing on foot all the way to Rome, 
placed him upon the Papal throne. 
But Constantine was not content with 
this, as the following extract from the 
deed of gift willshow: ‘Furthermore 
we give to Sylvester, and to his succes- 
sors, our palace of the Lateran, which 
is incontestably the finest palace on the 
earth; we give him our crown, our 
mitre, our diadem and all our imperial 
vestments; we transfer to him the im- 
perial dignity. We bestow on the 
holy pontiffin free gift the city of Rome 
and all the western cities of Italy.” 
(See Pope Leo’s Letter in Hardouin’s 
Collection.) In the same document 
the Pope is called lord of all bishops 
and declared to have authority over 
Antioch, Alexandria, Constantinople 


and Jerusalem. ‘The forgery betrayed 
its Roman authorship in every line. It 
was obviously intended to be shown to 
the Frankish King Pepin, and must 
have been composed just before 754. 
The Jesuit Cantel (Hist. Metrop. Urb. 
p. 195) states his belief that John, a 
Roman deacon, was the author. Of 
course the object of the decree was to 
make Pepin follow Constantine's ex- 
ample and bestow on the Pope the ex- 
archate of Ravenna, and it had the 
desired effect. 

About the year 845 appeared the 
decretals of Isidore. ‘They are sup- 
posed to have been fabricated in the 
West of Gaul, and were eagerly seized 
upon by Pope Nicholas I., who coolly 
assured the Frankish bishops that the 
Roman Church had long preserved all 
these documents with honor in her 
archives. Yet Pius VI., in his reply 
to a question from the German arch- 
bishops in 1789, admits they were 
forgeries. 

The decratals of Isidore professed 
to be a collection of the letters, 
receipts and bulls of the early pastors 
of the Church of Rome—Anacletus, 
Clement and others down to Sylvester 
—the very men to whom the terms 
“receipt” and “buil” were unknown. 
Their great object was to establish the 
pontifical supremacy which was thus 
After 
the lapse of two hundred years, during 
the pontificate of Gregory VII., these 
decretals of Isidore were made the 


traced from the earliest times. 


groundwork ofthe canon law. Anselm 
of Lucca selected and put in form 
everything in the Isidorian forgeries 
servicable for Papal absolutism. Deus- 
dedit added finishing touches, so that 
Hildebrand had weapons ready to hand. 
If he wanted to depose the German 
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Emperor he simply said, ‘‘To me is 
given power to bind or loose.” _If he 
wanted to dispose of other people’s 
property he declared, as at his Roman 
synod in 1080, ‘‘We desire toshow the 
world that we can give or take away at 
our will kingdoms, duchies, earldoms; 
in a word, the possessions of all men, 
for we can bind and loose.” 

A supurious letter from St. Peter was 
unearthed by Cardinal Gregory and 
Anselm to the effect that noone should 
hold intercourse with a man under the 
Pope’s displeasure. (Gratian Dist. 93, 
c. 1.) This was a warrant for excom- 
munication, the first recorded example 
perhaps of boycotting. 

The Isidorian forgery was concocted 
in the ninth century. About the mid- 
dle of the twelfth century came Grat- 
ian’s Decretum from the halls of Bo- 
logna, the first law school in Europe. 
In this work the Isidorian forgeries 
were combined with additions by 
Deusdedit, Anselm, Gregory of Pavia, 
This 
became the repertory not only for can- 
onists, but scholastie theologians. 


and Gratian’s own inventions. 


Now the Greeks, as we have seen by 
Basil the Great, 
sneered at the Popes pretensions, and 
so something must be done to bring a 
portion of them at least to the foot of 
the pontifical throne. 


a quotation from 


Accordingly, a 
Latin theologian, supposed to have 
been a Dominican, who resided among 
the Greeks, compiled a series of spur- 
ious passages from Greek Councils and 
Fathers. In 1261 this document was 
Jaid before Urban IV., who sent it to 
Thomas Aquinas, and he inserted the 
whole of what concerned the primacy 
in his works against the Greeks. 
who knew no Greek, at 
once came to the conclusion that the 


Aquinas, 


most eminent theologians of the fourth 
and fifth centuries had recognized in 
the Pope an infallible monarch, who 
ruled the whole Church with absolute 
power. He therefore introduced the 
doctrine of the Pope and his infalli- 
bility for the first time into the dogmatic 
system of the schools. The spurious 
Cyril of Alexandria is his favorite au- 
thor on this subject, and he constantly 
quotes him. John XXII. was so de- 
lighted that he said Thomas had 
worked as many miracles as he had 
written articles, which was very true, 
and might be canonized right off. 
There is no Roman Catholic canonist 
or theologian of any repute who does 
not now acknowledge that the pre- 
ceding documents impudent 
forgeries. 

As we have seen, even Pope Pius VI. 
has had to admit it; yet, although 
nearly 300 years have passed since the 
sham was exposed, the system intro- 
duced by Isidore is still in full vigor in 
the Church. 

Now, if the Popes from apostolic 
times claimed, and by right exercised, 
a primacy of jurisdiction over the uni- 
versal Church; if they believed that the 
arguments in favor of that right were 
conclusive, why was it necessary in the 
ninth century to forge the decretals of 
Isidore? 

[TO BE CONTINUED. | 
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“FATHER FLYNN.” 


Mr. Needham’s choice little book, 
‘Father Flynn,” is now ready for 
delivery. Many friends have ordered 
copies at 50 cents, but as we have 
reduced the price to 30 cents, we ex- 
pect many will order two or more 
copies for distribution among priests 
and people. 12 copies for $3.00. 





BY REV. 
7 

IRENEUS, 

HIS author, who flourished to- 

wards the close of the third 

century, is regarded by Roman 

Catholic writers as giving the most de- 

cisive testimony to the fact that Peter 

visited Rome and founded there the 
Christian Church. 

His language appears so direct and 
positive, that it has misled many Pro- 
testants. He refers to ‘‘the traditions 
which that greatest, most ancient and 
best known of all the Churches, the 
Church founded by the glorious Apos- 
tles Peter and Paul at Rome, had 
received from those Apostles them- 
selves, and has handed down through 
a regular succession of bishops to our 
day. 

A writer in the Christian Observer, 
November, 1853, p. 745, remarks: 
‘We readily admit that, till we had 
read Mr. Simons’ work, we were ac- 
customed to understand these passages 
in the popular sense; and: to suppose 
that Peter, as well as Paul, visited that 
city and transacted important matters 
there.” 

As this testimony was presented (if 
the language is that of Irenzeus) nearly 
a century and a half after the supposed 
event—an event unnoticed by any au- 
thentic writing preceding the time of 
this author—we are justified in declin- 
ing to receive it. For with Ellendorf 
we may rightly believe that, ‘‘no testi- 
mony of the Fathers, made a hundred 
and more years afterwards, can impart 
credibility.” And with Sciarelli, in 
the debate in Rome on Peter in 1872- 
24: ‘‘We must distinguish the value 
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WAS THE APOSTLE PETER EVER AT ROME? 


MASON GALLAGHER, BROOKLYN, N, Y. 


and force of tradition according as it 
is brought forward to corrobate doc- 
trine or fact. When we are treating of 
facts, not of doctrines, tradition must 
be divided into two periods. In the 
first is to be placed the testimony of 
those who lived shortly after the facts 
to be established; in the second, the 
testimony of those who followed in the 
course of years. Testimonies of the 
the first period have a certain value, 
but those of the second period, with- 
out any of the first, have not value of 
any sort somewhat avails the assent of 
tradition which ov/y Irenzeus to mod- 
ern times has testified in their favor.” 

“The nearer we approach any 
true event,” says Shimeall wisely, ‘‘the 
more numerous should be the vouchers 
of its reality and authenticity; and that 
if dependent on /radition, that that 
tradition should be proved.” 

In this case, unfortunately for Iren- 
zeus, it has been shown that there is 
not one authentic voucher for his 
statements with regard to Peter. 

Moreover, we have to consider that 
Irenzeus was a Greek, and writes in 
this language; that his works are not 
extant; and what we have of him is in 
a Latin version found some hundreds 
of years afterwards. 

When we read what the Roman 
Catholic Dupin states with respect to 
the ‘‘forging ecclesiastical and profane 
monuments,” and how ‘‘the Catholics 
invented false histories, false miracles 
and false lives of the saints to nourish 
and keep up the piety of the faithful,” 
it is manifest how little credence is to 
be given to this second hand version 
of the earliest tradition, which we pos- 
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sess with respect to the presence of 
Peter in Rome; what is there to fasten 
the chain to Rome and Peter, when no 
links are to be had for over a hundred 
years from the Apostle’s death. 
Moreover, with respect to facts, 
Irenzeus is proved to be an inconsid- 
erate, unreliable writer. 
Riddle speaks of his treatise against 
Heresies as 


credulous, 


“badly executed —from 
the pen of a writer who was not thor- 
oughly acquainted with either Greek 
or Latin;” 
and 


sound 
with 
much-a-do that is weak, useless and er- 


much 
valuable matter mingled 


‘St contains 


roneous;” dignified by many extrava- 
gant or 
scriptures. ” 


foolish interpretations and 
Among his statements is that our 
Saviour lived to an old age, or was 
fifty years old at least at the time of 
His crucifixicn. This was ‘‘the unani- 
mous tradition and positive testimony 
of all the old men who had lived with 
St. John and the other apostles.” 
Another is ‘‘that Enoch and Elias 
were translated into that very Paradise 
from which Adam was expelled, there 
to remain till the condemnation of all 
things, and here Paul was caught up.” 
How he misrepresents Scripture, per- 
haps unmeritingly, is seen in his lan- 
guage with respect to Paul’s meeting — 
“the dishops and presbyter also came 
from Ephesus and other cities adjoin- 
ing, assembled in Miletus;” when he 
should have said that ‘‘the bishops, 
who were presbyters fom Miletus alone, 
met Paul,” according to Scripture. 
Irenzeus states (Book 11. ch. 3) ‘‘that 
Linus I., after the martyrdom of Peter 
and Paul, was chosen Bishop of Rome;” 
while Esebius asserts that ‘‘Peter and 
Paul made Linus the Bishop of Rome.” 
Thus we see, as Chillingworth writes, 
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‘‘some of the Fathers are against others, 
and the same Fathers 
themselves.” 

Mosheim says of the Fathers, that 
in their age, this among other errors 
was adopted, ‘‘that to deceive and lie 
is a virtue, when religion can be pro- 
moted byit. . . . I cannot ac- 
cept Ambrose, nor Hilary, nor Augus- 
tine, nor Gregory Nazianzen, nor 
Jerome.” 

There is a brief extract from the 
original Irenzeus, in which he says; 
‘‘Matthew published to the Hebrews 
in their own dialect a writing of the 
Gospel, while Peter and Paul were 
evangelizing and founding the Church 
of Rome.” 

But the Gospel of Matthew was writ- 
ten five years after our Lord's ascen- 
sion—long before either of these 
Apostles could have visited Rome. 
Baronius and Calmet places it in the 
year 41; Tillemont before 39; Horne 
in 374. D. As Greenwood remarks (Ca- 
thedra Petri 1. 34): ‘‘If this be true, 
it is manifest that neither Peter nor 
Paul could have been at Rome when 
they founded the Church there, conse- 
quently Nevacus could not have con- 
ceived the personal presence of the 
Apostles as necessary to the founding 
of a Church there, nor any where else.” 

It seems necessary, therefore, in or- 
der to make Irenzeus consistent with 
the Scriptures, and to be worthy of 
credit, that we regard him as using the 
term ‘‘founding,” as other Fathers and 
Roman Catholic writers, 
writes: ‘‘What it mean 
when Peter is said to have founded the 
Church of Antioch ? 


are against 


Thus Baro- 


nius does 


They are quite 


wrong to think that St. Peter must 
have gone to Antioch for that purpose;” 
and again, 


‘As to Peter's chair at 
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Alexandria, in which it cannot be 
shown that Peter ever was, was founded 
by that Apostle, it is quite evident that 
his presence was not necessary to found 
even a patriarchal see.” 

Tillemont writes: ‘They hold that 
Peter founded the See of Alexandria, 
and that he did so by the instrumen- 
tality of St. Mark.” 

May not Peter be truly said to have 
been the founder of the Church of 
Rome through the instrumentality of 
those strangers of Rome who were 
converted by his preaching on the 
Day ot Pentecost ? 

‘It may well be believed,” writes 
one, “that among this multitude as 
many as one hundred returned to 
Rome believers in Christ. _ By these, 
Peter's spiritual children, a Church in 
Rome was constituted. And a 
years after St. Paul could write, ‘To 
all who be in Rome, beloved of God, 
called to be saints.’ And thus, as 
Irenzeus himself says, whose testimony 
we are now considering, ‘These are 
the words of the Church at Jerusalem 
by which every other Church are 
founded.’” (6, 111. c. 12.) 

Far more probable and reasonable 
is this supposition than that this ven- 
erable Father should be at variance 
with the Scriptures, and make a state- 


few 


ment supported by no previous Chris- 
tian writing. 
e+e 


The Catholic University. 

The New York 7ribune, May t2, 
1890, says that at a reception given to 
Archbishop Ireland of St. Paul, Minn., 
at the Catholic University, Washing- 
ton, D. C., May 5, the Archbishop in 
a long and earnest discourse dwelt 
particularly upon the responsibilities 
resting upon his hearers as the pioneer 





students of the great American Catho- 
lic University. ‘‘When you shall be 
advanced in years,” he said, ‘and the 
university shall have become the won- 
der of America and of Europe as the 
first seat of learning in Christianity, 
you will all say to the young generations 
growing up around you, ‘‘Il was a 
pioneer in that university !’” 

At the Catholic Congress in Balti- 
more last November this Archbishop 
said, ‘‘We must make America Catho- 
lic.” They mean to do it if they can. 

Other items of news about the uni- 
versity in the same issue of the 7Z7i- 
bune are; 

‘‘The public lectures on Wednesdays 
and Fridays are becoming a feature of 
Washington life. In the beau-monde 
especially it is becoming quite a fad to 
take a semi-weekly drive to the univer- 
sity, and to diversify the round of so- 
ciety with a little nibble at the tit-bits 
of modern science. 

‘The Postmaster-General has just 
changed the name of the postoffice in 
the hamlet adjoining the institution 
from ‘Brookland’ to ‘University.’ 

The Methodists must hasten the 
erection of their buildings to keep 
pace with the Romanists. By 
ioning the name- of their postoffice as 
‘The University,” the United States 
Government has conceded the pre- 
cedence of the institution. 
The politicians and fashionable peo- 
ple are most welcome at the university. 
It hopes to do its work of making 
America Catholic through them. 


sanct- 


Roman 


on - e+e = - 
He Bounp VoLuUMEs oF THE CoNVERTED 
CATHOLIC are valuable for libraries as works 


of reference. Volume I. is out of print long 
ago, but Volumes II., IIL, 1V., V. and VI. 
can be had at this office; price $1.50 each; 
or the five Volumes for $6.00, if ordered at 


one time. 
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HISTORY OF THE JESUITS. 
CHAPTER IIL. 


™M HUS far quotations have been made from the Constitutions of the Jesuits 
as explained in a work authorized by themselves—‘‘The Jesuits: Their 
Institutions and History, by B. N.” (Miss Barbara Neave, sister of an 
English Roman Catholic priest); published by Burns & Oates, London, 1889, 
and recommended as the best work on the Jesuits by Fataer Harmar C. Denny 
of the Jesuit College, New York, when a messenger from THE CONVERTED 
Catuotic office called on him last year. Further reference shall be made to the 
Constitutions in the course of this History. But before we dismiss Miss 
Neave’s book we shall give her summary of another famous work of Ignatius: 

“In the book of the Spiritual Exercises—which may be regarded not as a 
part of the legislation of the Institute, but as its very soul and fountainhead— 
Ignatius shines as the greatest master of the spiritual life, and here and there we 
recognize, supernaturalized and applied to spiritual things, the warlike and 
chivalrous ideas of the Spanish knight. 

“«*The book of the Sfiritual Exercises,’ says Father de Ravignan, ‘is a 
manual for retreats, a method for mediation, and at the same time a collection 
of thoughts and precepts for directing the soul in the work of interior sanctifi- 
cation and in the choice of a state of life. It is a book to be practised rather 
than read through, and can only be justly appreciated by those who speak of it 
from experience.’ 

‘It was composed at Manresa at a time when, looking back at his past life, 
Ignatius analyzed the struggles through which he had passed. Here he re- 
corded the results of these experiences and inspirations for the help and enlight- 
enment of other souls struggling along the same steep and rugged road. Thus 
it comes that his book is one to be practised; it is, as it were, the practical 
guide of the soul in its effort to break through the sins and imperfections that 
keep it from its Maker. It is not even a book to be gone through alone, but 
it needs a wise and experienced director to explain its precious lessons and to 
apply them to the strength and capacity of each individual soul; for, as its 
name implies, it involves much personal labor, and leads the soul through an 
ordeal of arduous preparation and thorough reform. The four parts into 
which the exercises are divided are called ‘Four Weeks,’ a name derived from 
the four divisions of the month which they are supposed to fill. If the time is 
curtailed the four divisions still retain habitually the name of weeks. 

‘‘The first week lays down the foundation of the first princif/e of the Chris- 
tian life: man is created to become happy by serving God; he is to serve God by 
the use of creatures; but these creatures too often draw him to themselves and 
away from the end for which he was created. In this consists sin, and the ex- 
ercitant mediates—in the case of the fallen angels, the ruined world and a lost 
soul—on the terrible consequences of sin. He then considers his own case; 
and here follows a strict examination of conscience, the soul striving to place 
itself in the light of eternal truth and to weigh all things in their bearing on its 
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eternal destiny. The punishment of sin, as revealed to the Christian, complete 
the considerations which lead to the intended result of the first week—sorrow 
for sin and hatred of it, and the firm resolution to abandon it. 

‘‘The second, third and fourth weeks of the Spiritual Exercises are the train- 
ing of the Christian to perfection after sin has been abandoned. They consis, 
of a few wonderful mediations, which form a kind of framework, into which a 
number of contemplations on the Life, Passion and Resurrection of our Lord 
are letin. The second week begins with a parable, in which the son of a 


Christian sovereign is exhibited as levying soldiers for the subjection of heathen- 
dom to his father’s sway: all generous hearts answer the invitation and, if they 


would signalize themselves, they offer to their sovereign all they possess along 
with their personal service. As they follow the earthly warlike leader so we 
are to follow Christ. This is our work, to follow Christ; and when this has 
been fixed in the mind contemplations on the Incarnation and Childhood of 
our Lord delineate the character of Him whom we have to follow. Another 
mediation, that of the ‘Two Standards,’ makes it evident that the wish tu follow 
Christ means the same thing as the wish to be humble; and this is developed in 
another mediation on the three classes of men. The real meaning of humility 
is explained in a consideration on the three kinds of humility; the truth is there 
brought home that humality can only be acquired by bearing humiliations well, 
and that the real desire of humility implies the welcoming, as Christ did, of 
every species of humiliation. The contemplations which accompany these 
meditations portray the manner in which our Lord welcomed humiliations, and 
introduces His public life in order to inspire the exercitant with a zeal for souls. 
‘ The third week exhibits Christ’s sufferings, and intensifies the good purpose of 
; welcoming the greatest humiliations for the sake of acquiring humility; and the 





5 fourth week exhibits in Christ risen and ascended the reward which awaits 
] God’s faithful soldier. The exercises end with a contemplation inspiring the 
t love of God: He gives us all our blessings, He makes them blessings to us by 
it His presence and co-operation, and He is the source of all blessedness, the 
0 sun of goodness, of which all things that are good are but raylets. 

ts ‘The book of Zxercises is pervaded by an essentially active spirit—it is all 
n life and labor, but at the same time it has a character of singular calmness and 
to deliberation, and perfect method and order reign throughout. Every step by 
- which the soul is led has been carefully prepared, every resolution taken has 
ig been long and gravely balanced; repentance is the starting-point, humility the 

road, and the love of God the crowning of the enterprise. 

So. ‘‘By the wish of Ignatius the book of the Spiri/ual Exercises was scrupu- 
by lously and repeatedly examined at Rome. It was formally approved by a bull 
ad of Pope Paul III. on July 31, 1548, where it is declared to be ‘full of piety and 
ex: holiness, very useful and salutary, tending to the edification and spiritual pro- 
ost gress of the faithful.’ (De |’Existence et de |’Institut des Jesuits, p. 37.) It 
se: has been remarked that there is perhaps no other instance of a book having 
ace been approved in such marked terms of praise.” 


[TO BE CONTINUED. ] 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS. 
{All works noticed in these columns can be had 
at this office at Publishers’ prices. ] 


LirE AND Lagors oF C. H. SPURGEON; by 
Rev. Geo. C. Needham. ; 
This is a very handsome volume of 

700 pages, including over 400 choice 

illustrations and two steel engravings 

It is the 

greatest literary effort of Mr. Need- 

ham’s busy life. The press reviews 
praise the work unstintedly. A lead- 
ing New York book house valued it at 
$6.00. 


of Mr. and Mrs. Spurgeon. 


Thousands have been sold at 


$450. We are now prepared to sup- 
ply the book to our subscribers at 
$3.50. We hope to receive many or 


ders for it. 





THE Spiritual MAN; by Geo. C. Needham, 
price 10 cents. , 
American and English journals have 
reviewed this striking pamphlet most 
favorably. 





Tue Roya. Priest; as typified in Melchizedek 
and Aaron, by Mrs. Geo. C. Needham; 
price 10 cents. 

This matchless exposition of a truly 
great subject has just come from the 
press. Paper, binding and matter all 
We wish all our readers to 
They will thank 
us for calling their attention to them. 
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ONLY FIFTY CENTS. 

We will send THe Convertep Catuo.- 
Lic from May to the end of the year 
to new subscribers for 50 cents. 
This is a great opportunity to get such 
a magazine at such a low price. Eight 
months—from May to December 1890 
—for only 50 cents. Let all our friends 
help to increase our circulation at this 
Write for sample copies. 


unique. 
have these books. 


rate. 








KIND WORDS. 

From the New York Daily Press, 
April 27, 18go: 

The May number of THE CoNVERTED 
CATHOLIC has much that is interesting for 
those who contemplate a change from a relig- 
ion that demands blind obedience to one Which 
gives liberty in keeping with the institutions of 
the country. 

* 
* * 

From the Minneapolis Vorthwestern 
Presbyterian, February §, 1890: 

An especially good word is due THE Con- 
VERTED CATHOLIC, a monthly magazine de- 
signed for the enlightenment of Roman Catho- 
lics and their conversion to evangelical Chris- 
tianity. The January number presents a por- 
trait of Rev. Thomas Connellan, the converted 
Irish priest, with whose romantic escape from 
the Roman Catholic Church many are familiar. 
Father O’Connor’s editorial notes are strong 
and pointed and the entire contents of the 
number are of the same quality. 

* x 

From the /yvee Methodist, Chicago, 
Ill., May 14, 18go0: 

THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC for May ought 
to be read by every Protestant in the land. It 
contains facts and truths that ought to be in 
the possession of every pastor and every inteli- 
gent layman. It opens with an article on 
Converts from Rome, which is followed by an 
account of the conversion and experience of 
Rev. Joseph Sullivan; then an account of the 
work among the Roman Catholics in Balti- 
more, Md., is given, after which comes the 
second notice otf the Nun of Kenmare’s new 
book, ‘*Life Inside the Church of Rome;’’ The 
third article on the Primacy of St. Peter by 
Rev. [Phomas Connellan, late Roman Catholic 
priest, Athlone, Ireland, is a valuable contribu- 
tion to this subject, as is also the fourth article 
by Rev. Mason Gallagher, Brooklyn, N. Y., 
on, Was the Apostle Peter Ever at Rome? 
Reflections upon the Catholic Centennial by a 
Philadelphia lawyer are full of significant 
thoughts. The History of the Jesuits is con- 
tinued, and one of Father O’Connor’s Letters 
to Cardinal Gibbons completes the volume. 
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